
MONTAGUE CHARITY   TREASURERS REPORT 2020 

 

I am pleased to present the annual report to the Montague Charity Trustees for the financial year 

end 31st December 2020. 

 

ASSETS AS AT 31.12.20      £   31.12.19 £ 

HSBC Bank A/C ending 653  534.51     716.48 

HSBC Bank A/C ending 656  650.41     649.75 

COIF shares (net asset value)  392.47     368.05 

Petty cash    139.78       61.07 

Postage (value stamps held)      7.80       12.81 

Total                 1724.97     1820.97 

  

Debts: 

(Freeman & Reid)   207.50  (see note below) 

(Water Plus accounts)       74.92  (Two credit notes held) 

Creditor situation: 

None       00.00 

Attached to this report are the following documents: 

Income account for year 2020 

Expenditure account for year 2020 

Petty cash account for 2020. 

Debtors: 

The debt of £7.50 from former tenant David Reid will undoubtedly have to be written off as not 

being economical or viable to recover  

The debt however from Farmer Geoff Freeman (£200.00 land rental for Top Close) is normally 

settled each spring. Mr Freeman undertakes work for us with his equipment during the winter 

months such as hedge cutting and has so far removed four large tree stumps from one of  Mrs 

Carters’ former plots. The cost of the work currently stands at £30.00 and normally appears as a 

contra against his outstanding invoice. I expect a bank credit from him very shortly for £170.00 

Our water suppliers Water Plus have continued to cause problems for us throughout the year with 

their very poor administration and inaccurate billing. This is despite me sending them regular meter 

readings. I think I have finally battered them into submission resulting in the issue of credit notes to 

the value at 31/12/20 of £74.92 



     2.    

Contingency: 

Three new notice boards (one for each gateway) have been completed and kindly sign written by 

Barry Edwards and are awaiting final installation. The estimated cost for 6 x wooden posts and 6 

bags of post-fast concrete is approx. £55.00.  

Funds to enable us to complete the work are available from petty cash with the installation work 

undertaken by myself and members from the NVAA 

Mains water installation at The Bog is still very much on hold. CAT have not come forward with their 

FOC offer of an excavator despite two or three gentle reminders. The lockdown is not helping so 

everything is much in abeyance unless we involve another contractor who is prepared to do the 

excavation work. This would undoubtedly involve additional costs but I feel we should make every 

effort to get the work completed before the spring of 2021 as the matter has been hanging on for 

months now.  

As I previously reported Julian Beck a local plumber has agreed to provide the piping, taps and make 

all connections at costs, presently coming in somewhere between £250.00 to £300.00. 

Pledges of £10.00 per person previously taken from 24 of the 31 tenants on the Bog site would be 

sufficient to more or less cover the cost of these materials without dipping too much into our own 

funds. 

The Company who made the FOC notice boards for us (Civil Solutions (UK) Ltd. Of Heather Close 

Farm, Botcheston) have offered to undertake the excavation work at a total cost for £200.00 

inclusive of VAT. This is an extremely discounted price and includes a digger with a driver for the 

duration, plus a banksman. The track area to be excavated of approximately 150 m has already been 

made the subject of a CAT scan and no services likely to cause problems have been found. The work 

would include back filling of the trench and consolidation. 

I do however have to admit to a past financial interest in the Company Civil Solutions (UK) Ltd. whilst 

previously trading from Hill Lane Close, Markfield. I was a former director and company secretary 

with the business until my retirement on my seventieth birthday in November 2011. My youngest 

son Michael is the present MD and I no longer have any financial interest in the Company 

There have been some recent developments regarding this proposed work and involves the NVAA 

offering to pay £100.00 towards the cost of the excavator which makes this option even the more 

attractive. Unless someone can come up with a better offer or suggestion I recommend we go with 

this option.  

I would appreciate if Trustees would please let me have their views so we can move forward.  

I intend when everyone has had an opportunity to view the accounts and comment, to deliver them 

to Mr Terry Satchwell of Desford, a retired chartered accountant for the purposes of auditing. 

 

 

J M Marvin 

Treasurer – Montague Charity 



Addendum: 

Further information for The Annual Parish Council meeting compiled 10.05.21 

The Top Close site presently comprises 62 plots with 42 tenants 6 of whom reside outside the parish. 

There are no vacant plots and there are no people on the waiting list 

The Bog site presently comprises of 38 plots with 30 tenants 4 of whom reside outside the parish. 

There is one plot which became vacant on the 09.05.21 and there are no people on the waiting list 

The percentage of our tenants living outside the parish is therefore 7.2%  

There are no arrears of rent at either site  

Income for the financial year end 31.12.20 was £1296.48 compared with £1459.45 from the previous 

year. 

The total expenditure for the financial year end 31.12.20 was £1469.08 compared with £1337.33 

from the previous year. The bulk of the expenditure comprised the late payment of water rates, 

current water rates and pollarding of trees on The Bog site. 

There were no donations made to charitable causes during the last financial year.  

 

J M Marvin 

Treasurer –Montague Charity. 

 

  

 

 

 

 


