
MONTAGUE CHARITY   TREASURERS REPORT 2021 

 

I am pleased to be able to present my annual report to the Trustees of The Montague 

Charity &The Newbold Verdon Parish Council for the financial year end 31st December 2021 

 

ASSETS AS AT 31.12.21     £   31.12.20     £ 

HSBC Bank A/C ending 653             1693.14    534.51 

HSBC Bank A/C ending 656   650.49    650.41 

COIF shares (net asset value)   448.14    392.47 

Petty cash     197.28    139.78 

Postage (value stamps held)       7.26         7.80 

Total                 2996.31              1724.97 

  

Debtors: 

Water Plus - An unspecified amount due to the incorrect calculation of water charges 

Our water suppliers Water Plus have continued to cause major problems for us throughout 

the year. This was entirely due to their poor administration and inaccurate billing despite 

me going to the trouble of sending them correct and regular quarterly readings. This 

ongoing problem centres solely around The Bog Allotments where a new meter was fitted 

on 14th June 2020 at my insistence. Prior to this present problem I confirmed my suspicions 

they had been incorrectly billing us over a period of time. This resulted in Water Plus issuing 

a number of credit notes to The Montague Charity, some of which are still valid 

Since the new meter was fitted we have received a total of four separate bills, all of which 

contain incorrect and inappropriate charges relating to water usage and standing charges. 

Costs have been estimated using not only readings from the old meter but also the new. 

Despite me bringing this to their attention and making two formal complaints plus a lengthy 

email to their customer services department I have had no feedback whatsoever from them. 

This I find unacceptable 

Total overcharging using the old meter readings between the period 14.08.20 and 23.10.21 

amounts to 26 cubic meters plus standing charges. Usage using the new meter readings for 

the same period amount to only 14 cubic metres and again standing charges. We are 

therefore certainly in credit to the tune of 12 cubic metres. I am therefore not presently 

paying any bills submitted by them with regard to the Bog Site until I get a suitable response 

and they resolve the matter to my satisfaction 
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Since they have declined to answer or even acknowledge my previous emails with regard to 

this problem all future contact with them will now be by recorded delivery letter to their 

Head Office. These will be accompanied by our invoice for £50.00 plus postage. This will be 

on the basis that their deplorable handling of our account has involved us in unnecessarily 

administration work. Any subsequent letters I am required to write will be charged at a 

similar rate. Failure by them to pay our invoices could result in me issuing proceedings 

against them in the Small Claims Court subject of approval by the other Trustees.   

Despite a small increase in ground rents during the financial year (full plot now £20.00 and 

half plot now £10.00) there are no further debts, all rents having been paid in full by the 

respective tenants. The rent for the arable 3.5 acre field at Top Close has also been paid in 

full by Freeman Farming of Newbold Heath 

 

Creditors: 

None  

 

Attached to this report are the following documents: 

Income account for year 2021 

Petty cash account for 2021 

Expenditure account for year 2021 (All vouchers supplied to T Satchwell only)  

 

Work undertaken during the year: 

Three new notice boards (one at each gateway) have been erected and are now in use by 

both The Charity and The Newbold Verdon Allotment Association. The Boards were made 

and provided free of charge by Civil Solutions UK Ltd of Botcheston. Costs of materials only 

to The Charity for their installation amounted to £120.14 (See vouchers 2, 3 & 4 of 2021 

Expenditure Account)  

Mains water and four new taps were installed at The Bog Site during June 2021 and are now 

in use by the allotment holders. It was a project well received. Total costs to The Charity 

amounted to £665.07 (See vouchers 5, 6 & 14 of 2021 Expenditure Account) Twenty eight of 

the thirty tenants on this site kindly contributed £10.00 each towards the cost and The 

Allotment Association generously gave a further £100.00.  Total defrayed cost to the charity 

therefore came in at a reasonable £285.07 
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Contingency: 

The Trustees unanimously agreed at their 25th October 2021 meeting to fund the purchase 

of three first aid boxes. It is hoped to install these at or near the new notices boards in 

water proof boxes secured by a combination lock, the number for which will be made 

known to all tenants 

The installation of one additional tap at The Bog is to be considered by The Trustees during 

the forthcoming financial year  

Stoning up of all three roadways to provide an all-weather surface and the provision of 

better car parking facilities also due for urgent consideration during 2022 

Although no donations were made to any charitable cause during the financial year The 

Trustees have agreed in principal the following formulae for disbursement of funds during 

2022 and henceforth : 

One third of all rental income to a nominated and agreed charitable cause or causes. One 

third of all rental income towards the general running costs and one third towards general 

maintenance and improvement of the two sites 

For your information total rental income from The Bogs Allotments for 2021 amounted to 

£610.00 whereas total rental income from Top Close amounted to £1070.00. Joint rental 

income is therefore £1680.00. This figure does not include donations made by tenants 

towards the water installation at the Bog Site (£280.00) or water rate donations by Top 

Close tenants (£226.00) 

Using the formulae outlined above this would provide a figure of £560.00 for distribution to 

a nominated charity or charities  

The AGM is to be held at a date to be fixed in early February 2022 when the matter of likely 

recipients will be discussed as part of the agenda 

 

Auditing of accounts: 

Mr Terry Satchwell of Desford, a retired chartered accountant has once again kindly offered 

his services FOC in auditing the accounts. The original account documents will be delivered 

to him directly for his appraisal 
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Addendum: 

The Top Close site presently comprises a combination of 28 full and 29 half plots leased to a 

total of 44 tenants. Four of those tenants reside outside of the parish 

There are no vacant plots and there are no people on the waiting list 

The Bog site presently comprises a combination of 23 full and 15 half plots leased to a total 

of 30 tenants. Again four of those tenants reside outside the parish 

There are two vacant plots (B4A &B14) on this site due to their poor condition and lack of 

takers. There are no people on the waiting list 

The percentage of all our tenants living outside the parish is therefore 5.92 %  

The total income from all sources for the financial year end 31.12.21 was £2589.65 

compared with £1296.48 for the previous year 

The total expenditure for the financial year end 31.12.21 was £1318.31 compared with 

£1187.54 for the previous year.  

 

 

John M Marvin 

Secretary/Treasurer – Montague Charity. 


