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Ukraine 
  
We are pleased to confirm the council has welcomed the first guests from Ukraine, who have 
been arriving on both the family visa and through the Homes for Ukrainian sponsorship 
schemes. The borough officers have provided advice and support to both sponsors and 
guests, ensuring everything is done to help them settle into their homes. Property 
inspections are close to being completed for those people who have offered accommodation 
to support guests. 
  
The community response has been amazing, with donations to Feed the Hungry (a local 
charity) who are now directly supporting Ukrainian guests with essential goods and also 
support groups being established to connect people. We would like also to extend our 
thanks to local businesses who have also been helping, for example with Hinckley and 
Rugby Building Society helping to support people on family visas. 
  
We have a number of HBBC staff volunteering and supporting Feed the Hungry. The leader 
of the council recently visited their base in Hinckley with Sharon Stacey, Director of 
Community Services, to see at first hand the tremendous work the charity and its volunteers 
are doing to help the people of Ukraine. 
 
MIRA investment 
  
We are delighted to confirm that the legal agreements between HBBC, the LLEP and MIRA 
have finally all been agreed to enable significant investment into new, low carbon 
infrastructure to support research and development initiatives at MIRA Technology Park 
Enterprise Zone. A visit for all members is being lined up for early summer now that COVID 
restrictions have been lifted and we have lighter evenings. 
 
HBBC – a platinum awarded council 
  
We are delighted to confirm that the council has been recognised nationally as one of a 
distinguished number of councils as a Platinum council for its support for the Big Jubilee 
Lunch, as part of the official celebrations for Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
Community groups can still apply for funding towards planned events up until mid 
May. 

Council tax rebate  

Earlier this year, the government announced a one-off £150 council tax energy rebate for all 
households in England whose main home is in council tax bands A – D. 
The council tax team is working to process the energy rebate to all eligible households as 
quickly as it can. Payments will be made automatically to all eligible households in one of 
two ways. There is no need to apply for the rebate or to hand over bank details to 
anyone: 
  



∙         Anyone eligible for the rebate who pays council tax by direct debit will receive £150 

credited directly into the bank account the direct debit payments are taken from in May 
2022 

∙         Eligible households who do not pay by direct debit will receive their payment through the 

Post Office payout voucher scheme. The person named on the council tax account will 
receive a letter with a barcode that enables them to pick up their cash payment from and 
Post Office branch, with appropriate identification. Letters will be posted in May 2022. 

  
Some important points to clarify: 
  
∙         This scheme is not a reduction in council tax 

∙         The payment will not show on the council tax bill 

∙         We will NEVER ask for bank account or personal details over the phone. 

  
For those households who need help with their energy bills but are not eligible for the energy 
rebate, the criteria for this scheme is being finalised and will be announced in due course. 
  
Further information about eligibility for this payment and how the scheme will work is on a 
dedicated section of the council’s website. 

Local Plan  

The council has received a large response (over 700 representations) to the consultation on 
the local plan and our planning team is currently reviewing all the responses submitted. I 
remain extremely concerned and disappointed over the county council’s position on our local 
plan. 
 
Local Case Work 
 

● Two missing fence panels have now been replaced on Crew Lane. 
● Worked with officers to ensure repair works are carried out on a local property. 
● Ensured a fly tip was removed from behind the shops on Main Street. 
● Spoke with dozens of residents regarding the proposed development off Brascote 

Lane and passed on many comments to planning officers to consider.  
● Written to the County Council to ask for real repair works to the surface of Kirkby 

Lane as the dressing done previously is of poor quality and has already failed. 
● With the increased popularity of the shops along Main Street we have asked the 

County Council to review the issues of parking and speeding along the road. 
● Helping a Ukrainian refugee family living in the village to access the support they 

need and make sure their needs are met whist here in the Borough. 
 
 
 
 

 


