
February Borough Councillors Report. 
 
January was an extremely busy month, with multiple meetings occurring covering a range of 
topics important to us all in the Borough. 
 
Since we first declared a climate emergency, we have undertaken a considerable amount of 
work on this critical issue and as with all policies, the climate change strategy has recently 
been refreshed. This follows the work of the cross-party committee and was presented at the 
Council. This was followed by a second motion to hold world leaders’ feet to the fire on the 
promises made at COP26.  
 
Linked to the work of saving the environment was approval of support for a £19.9 Million 
Pound investment from the levelling-up fund for Twycross Zoo. Twycross Zoo is a hugely 
valuable facility of international importance and lobbying was successfully done by all 
political colours. The hard work of everyone at Twycross has enabled these vital funds to be 
accessed and for Twycross to continue the world-renowned work they undertake.  
 
Another exciting development has been the introduction of the first tiny forest in the 
Borough, an achievement that continues our commitment to the environment. The tiny forest 
in Queens Park, Hinckley is a tennis court sized area which has been filled with over 20 
species of native trees and was planted with the help of local schoolchildren.  
 
At the recent Full Council there was approval for the Local Plan to go forward to 
Consultation and we strongly encourage comments on it from residents as this shapes 
future decision making.  As you will know Hinckley and Bosworth need to provide at least 
9500 homes over the next planning period, something we believe will ruin our Borough.   
 
We have been confused by the response from the Leicestershire County Council on this 
issue, as they have demanded we pause the plan to undertake more surveys. On numerous 
occasions, we have asked for help in fighting development and sadly the highways 
department at LCC have had little to say to protect the villages we represent and have 
supported development of sites off unsuitable roads and in areas where the local health and 
education infrastructure is already stretched. This delay is in stark contrast to the message 
coming from the local MP who has said in parliament that HBBC should hurry up and get a 
plan submitted. This contradiction between both the Conservative led County Council and 
the Conservative MP undermines this crucial issue for us all, especially here in Newbold 
Verdon. 
 
Locally we have raised the issue of the disused and poorly kept garage sites, something 
HBBC are now looking at and planning for. We have had many conversations with residents 
either seeking a garage or requesting help in tiding these sites up and we hope this situation 
will improve soon. 
 
We have once again asked enforcement officers to look at the Bloors development due to 
reports of early start times. This issue severely impacts on residents’ life’s and we have on 
multi occasions asked for action on this. Sadly, the developer seems to abide by the rules 
then goes back to old ways. We will, as we have done continue report and enforce the 
conditions imposed on the site. 
 
Have a great month and if you require any help, do get in touch. 
 
Joyce, Mark, Robin  
 

 


