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Webber Jones 

 

Finance 

There have been few meetings of the Council since we last met but one in particular 

was concerned with setting of the budget for the next financial year. The 

recommendation from the Financial Officers was that the Council would have to 

transfer £1.209. 000 from earmarked reserves to support the General Fund. 

There have been significant economic changes and pressures caused by the 

Pandemic, the war in Ukraine and reduction in Government funding levels not seen 

since the 1970’s. 

This has seen rises in utility costs, fuel, materials, and staff pay demands. We as 

Councillors face an unbudgeted pressure on the Council for 2023/24 of over £1.26m. 

Staffing was budgeted for a 1.75% increase with a further 0.5% for other contractual 

agreements, which meant the total expected staff increase was 2.25% for 2022/23. 

This would give an overall staff cost being £13.7m. 

Unions in July announced they would be requesting a rise of 11.1% in pay due to the 

cost-of-living rises. The National Employers Union have made a final pay offer of 

£1925 as opposed to a percentage offer and this has been accepted. 

This now takes the wages bill up to £14.4m an increase of £638k The Council is 

looking at some £130k in extra fuel costs, building control £262K, shortfall in car 

parking fees £130k add this to agency staff costs to cover shortages £92k. This all 

adds up to the Council having to make some difficult choices/ decisions. The single 

most significant risk to finances is the Governments changes to the Business Rates 

and this is made worse by the major changes to the New Homes Bonus scheme since 

2016. The Government has not indicated what will happen to the MTFS which leaves 

it difficult to plan. 

Last year we raised the council tax by £5 (most we were allowed) which still left us in 

the bottom lowest charging Councils in the country. £5 on the garden waste left us as 

the lowest charging council in Leicestershire. This is being proposed for 2023/24 

without these actions cuts/savings would need to be some £3m! 

Community Governance Review 

This review is required to be conducted by each local authority for its local area. This 

is an excise where the Parish Electoral Arrangements across the Borough are being 

reviewed. 

 



 

Decisions can be reviewed after two years if major differences occur, but it is not 

necessary. The last review was conducted in 2012 and it is good practice to review 

every 10-15 years. 

Residents and Parish Councils are consulted, 266 replies were received. Bagworth PC 

stayed the same qty (8 seats), But Bagworth Parish increased to 5 members and 

Thornton was reduced to 3 members. 

Newbold  PC   Stays the same with a projected 2850 residents by 2027 

Desford  PC     stays the same with a projected 3830 residents by 2027 

Barlestone PC stays the same with a projected 2344 residents by 2027 

Nailstone PC   Stays the same with a projected 505 residents by 2027 

Osbaston PC   Stays the same with a projected 215  residents by 2027 

Dadlington PC is to increase by 1 member, Markfield is to include Field Head which 

had 3 seats on Groby PC, and it is suggested that Markfield has 1 extra seat and 

Groby would lose seats. 

Newbold Verdon Wombles 

A new ‘Womble’ group has been set up to litter pick the village, and the first litter 

pick took place on Sunday 30th October.  It was a very successful afternoon, and 10 

bags of rubbish was collected, but unfortunately the weather took a drastic turn for 

the worse and everyone got a thorough soaking! 

Hinckley Annual Christmas Light Switch on and Fire Works 

The annual Christmas Light switch on held jointly by HBBC and Hinckley Bid will take 

place on Friday 18th November. This also coincides with the Tin Hat Fair which is held 

in the town.  Following the light switch on there will be a fire work display which may 

be the last one as the Council are looking at the Climate Control agenda (as Hinckley 

declared a Climate Control Emergency way back in 2019). 

159 Bus Service 

We are very concerned that the 159-bus service may lose the subsidy from LCC and 

thereby lose the service altogether due to cuts by the County Council.  This is a vital 

service to our village and as it is also the only bus that runs through local villages and 

Stapleton it will cause great hardship to those people who use it to go to work or 

college.  We will do all we can to try to save it. 

 

 


