
Borough Councillors Report 

The Coronavirus Pandemic has continued to prevent physical meetings taking place in the 

Council Chamber.  However, an Extraordinary meeting of the Council took place on Zoom 

on the 14th of July.  The meeting unanimously approved the Council’s Coronavirus Recovery 

Strategy and an amendment to the Constitution to allow recent changes to the use of 

pavements for leisure facilities to expand into to ensure social distancing can be maintained.  

This reflects recent changes to the law.  The three of us have continued to attend Scrutiny 

and there has been an online Scrutiny meeting.  During this we praised the work of Council 

officers during the pandemic.  Thousands of calls have been made to residents, hundreds of 

food parcels have been delivered and over £20 million has been issued in grants to local 

businesses.  There is a further Scrutiny meeting in August to look at a range of issues.  One 

of them will be a discussion on the continued proposals for a super-large and in our opinion, 

disconnected from residents, Unitary Authority.  As we believe in democratic representation 

we will continue to oppose these plans.  We are waiting to see what the White Paper in 

September may say about these issues. 

 

Planning meetings have continued to take place on Zoom every three weeks.  We have 

represented residents on issues relating to a large planning application in Newbold Verdon, 

and in August we will be speaking in relation to application to convert a pub to residential 

property.  We have been working with residents on plans to develop a community facility in 

relation to this.  Shortly, we will receive a briefing on the government White Paper on 

Planning.  Needless to say we are concerned that any development that takes place without 

permission and misses out stages in consultation is an affront to local communities. We 

have been instrumental in arranging enforcement action against Tarmac who have not 

followed agreed planning rules in the creation of a footpath from Brascote Lane to the 

Windmill pub and restaurant.  Hopefully, this very delayed work, will now start to take place 

in earnest.   

 

Everyone will be well aware that when we took over the administration of the Council we 

were confronted with the previous administration having lost the Borough’s 5 year land 

supply.  We are delighted to report that the 5 year land supply has now been restored. 

 

We have carried on ‘Champion’ roles in the Borough and there are now three-weekly young 

people voice meetings taking place on Zoom where we have engaged with the Police and 

Crime Commissioner on issues of anti-social behaviour, and with the Council’s Cabinet Lead 

for Planning and for Climate Change to put forward how young people feel about these 

issues.  We are always keen to welcome more young people to these discussions.   

 

Residents across the ward have approached on a number of issues that they would like 

further action on.  The first is rural broadband roll out to some areas of the Ward.  We have 

arranged various meetings with Open Reach to look at solutions to this and how broadband 

access can be expanded.  We will continue to work with Open Reach and Residents on this.  

Residents have remained concerned about the need to develop green and wildflower spaces 

so we have been following up these discussions.  Furthermore, we have been talking to 

County about ongoing issues of verge cutting.  These are slowly getting resolved.  We have 



also been working with Severn Trent Water on some issues of drainage which, again, are 

slowly being resolved.  There continue to be a number of enforcement issues in the ward, 

mainly relating to issues of planning permission, and we are continuing to link residents, 

developers, and the planning department together to resolve these.   

 

In a number of areas in the Ward lots of residents have been complaining about issues of 

speeding.  This has been especially noticeable since lockdown restrictions have been 

eased.  We are speaking to the police and County Hall to try to understand data they have in 

relation on this and to explore what we might be able to do in the future.  We are seeking 

some support for some community speed watch schemes. 

 

Following the easing of lockdown there have been increased of fly tipping.  We have 

reported this as quickly as we can do to officers and these have been dealt with as fast as 

possible.  We have also had increased reporting in the amount of anti-social behaviour over 

Summer.  We are putting residents in touch with community safety officers to try to resolve 

these.   

 

As ever, we are as keen to help as many residents as possible so we would always 

encourage people to get in touch with us about any problems.   

Robin, Joyce and Mark 


